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M E S S AG E F R O M T H E
E X E C U T I V E D I R E C TO R
Bula Vinaka, Fakaalofa lahi atu, Fakatalofa atu, Kia
orana, Mālō e lelei, Mālō nī, Talofa lava, Tēnā koutou katoa and warm Pacific greetings.
The New Zealand Institute of International Affairs
welcomes you to its national conference with a major
focus on the Pacific - the influences shaping its future and some of its biggest challenges.
This conference will be vital for understanding the new dynamics in the Pacific and what
these mean for the diplomatic community, the business community, and for Pasifika and
New Zealand communities everywhere. And we look at how youth are stepping into new
leadership and economic roles that will help the region diversify and move forwards. They
are generating new models of leadership, new business opportunities and a raft of ways
to assist their own countries to move forwards.
The keynote address is from Rt Hon Winston Peters, Minister of Foreign Affairs. Samoa’s
Deputy Prime Minister, Afioga Fiame Naomi Mataafa will also give a speech.
We are delighted to partner with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, the Ministry of
Defence and the Pacific Cooperation Foundation to make this conference a great success.
We have a number of speakers who have come from the Pacific for this conference as
well as many Pacific voices based in New Zealand. Speakers have come from Nuie, Tonga,
Vanuatu, Fiji and Hawaii.
We hope you will enjoy a day of fascinating talks and discussion on the key themes of the
conference.
Melanie Thornton
Executive Director
New Zealand Institute of International Affairs
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PA R T N E R M E S S AG E
Ministry of Defence
New Zealand’s Ministry of Defence is pleased to be partnering with the New Zealand
Institute of International Affairs to bring together the 2019 Pacific Futures Conference.
New Zealand is both in and of the Pacific, and our security and wellbeing are intrinsically
bound to the peace and stability of the region, in all its dynamism and diversity.
The year 2018 was pivotal in development of approaches to both counter security
challenges and bolster Pacific community resilience. At the Pacific Islands Forum, leaders
endorsed the Boe Declaration, which affirms that climate change remains the single
greatest threat to the livelihoods, security and wellbeing of the Pacific, and recognises an
expanded concept of security.
New Zealand Defence, in line with the Government’s Pacific Reset has taken a proactive
approach to better understanding and responding to the region’s evolving security
challenges as presented in The Strategic Defence Policy Statement 2018, the 2018
Defence Assessment The Climate Crisis: Defence Readiness and Responsibilities, and the
Defence Capability Plan 2019.
Working together in partnership with Pacific Island countries to make positive
contributions to Pacific security sits at the centre of our approach. Conversations and
discussions from this conference will continue to enhance our collective understanding of
and responses of Pacific regional challenges to further increase our collective resilience.
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PA R T N E R M E S S AG E
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade is proud to be partnering with the New Zealand
Institute of International Affairs to deliver its 2019 annual conference.
The theme of the conference “Pacific Futures: Connections, Identity and Security” is
timely as New Zealand lifts its engagement and focus across the Pacific region under the
‘Pacific Reset’.
The principles that underpin the Pacific Reset include deeper, more mature political
partnerships; New Zealand’s domestic policies being considerate of and responsive to
impacts in the Pacific Region; and supporting regional Pacific organisations to better
respond to shared challenges. This provides a strategic framework to house and deliver
New Zealand’s ambition for the Pacific Region.
The New Zealand Institute of International Affairs 2019 Conference provides a timely
opportunity to discuss and understand New Zealand’s place in the Pacific and to hear
from the Pacific. The quality of speakers and panel members for this year’s conference
illustrates how valuable the Pacific is to New Zealand and how valuable New Zealand is to
the Pacific.
Relationships are at the heart of the work that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade
undertakes across the world. Within the Pacific these relationships are amplified through
our shared history. This began with the Polynesian migration and continues through the
large Pacific diaspora that resides in New Zealand and continues to maintain a strong
connection to their Pacific roots.
The 2019 NZIIA conference provides another opportunity for New Zealand to strengthen
its relationships with the Pacific.
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PA R T N E R M E S S AG E
Pacific Cooperation Foundation
Bula Vinaka, Fakaalofa lahi atu, Fakatalofa atu, Kia orana, Mālō e lelei, Mālō nī, Talofa
lava, Halo Olketa, Tēnā koutou katoa and warm Pacific greetings to you all.
The Pacific Cooperation Foundation is a non-governmental organisation which develops
and implements public/private sector economic development and social-cultural
initiatives in the Pacific Region. Our vision is to promote connected, informed and
enabled communities in the Pacific region. Increasing cooperation and understanding
amongst peoples of the Pacific region is fundamental to this.
Whilst positive advances in the Pacific include infant and maternal health, access to
education, water and sanitation, there remains a number of significant challenges not
limited to a regionally collective response to climate change, growing inequality, high
unemployment and economic volatility.
Despite these challenges, the voices of youth leaders from across the region are
claiming their space in articulating an inclusive future. Sela Maka (Kingdom of Tonga),
winner of 2019 Prime Minister’s Pacific International Scholar Award expressed to PCF,
“as a young, brown female Pacific islander – I want to differentiate, teach and apply
what I learn when I go back to Tonga.”
At the recent Fiftieth Pacific Island Forum Leaders meeting in Tuvalu, leaders noted,
“securing the future of the Blue Pacific requires a collective commitment.”
The Pacific Cooperation Foundation congratulates Melanie Thornton and the New
Zealand Institute of International Affairs on bringing together thought-leaders from
across the Pacific region to address these issues head-on. The Pacific Cooperation
Foundation is honoured to be part of the discussion.
Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou katoa,
Don Mann
Chief Executive
Pacific Cooperation Foundation
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P R OG R A M M E
8:00am
Registration and tea/coffee
_________________________________________________________________________
9:00am
Powhiri
		Martin Cooper, Tainui Kaumaatua
		Prayer
		Reverand Elder Slade, Congregational Christian Church of Samoa in Te Atatu
		Master of Ceremonies
		Koro Vaka’uta, Radio New Zealand Pacific News Editor
_________________________________________________________________________
9:15am
Welcome
		Rt Hon Sir Anand Satyanand, President, NZIIA
_________________________________________________________________________
9:20am
Keynote speech
		Rt Hon Winston Peters, Deputy Prime Minister
_________________________________________________________________________
9:40am

Commencement of morning session

		Andrew Wilson
		
Pacific Cooperation Foundation, Deputy Chair
Sela Tupou Patisepa Maka
		
Prime Minister’s Pacific Youth Award winner
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9:45am

SESSION 1

Pacific Re-Setting: Economics, Leadership & Youth
Far from an oceanic chess board for bigger powers, the Pacific Islands governments are playing
their own game of self-determination and power broking. Australia and New Zealand have
significant roles in the Pacific but have differing approaches to regional diplomacy, Pacific
identity as a domestic driver of foreign policy, and differing priorities on climate change and aid.
What provides the greatest currency in the Pacific Islands and how will Pacific Islander agency
determine robust and stable regionalism ahead? New Zealand’s Pacific Re-Set policy and the
funding behind it will assist many Pacific countries in various economic ways but also in helping
strengthen relationships, cultural diplomacy and working on the key issue of climate change. How
is the Re-Set viewed by Pacific countries and by the youth who will need to be part of the new
initiatives needed in the Pacific?
CHAIR
		

Hon Luamanuvao Dame Winnie Laban
Associate Professor and Assistant Vice Chancellor (Pasifika) Victoria University

PANEL
Hon Ralph John Regenvanu
		
Minister of Foreign Affairs, International Cooperation and External Trade – Vanuatu
		
Dr Audrey Aumua
		
Deputy Director General, Pacific Community, Fiji
		
HE Elizabeth Wright-Koteka
		
Cook Islands High Commissioner to New Zealand
		Karena Lyons
		
Vice President, Director of Research and Director of Pacific Islands Development
		
Program, East West Centre, Hawai’i
_______________________________________________________________________
11:00am

Morning tea (sponsored by University of Otago)
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11:30am

SESSION 2

Crime and Security in the Pacific: Expanding Concepts of Security
New Zealand and the Pacific share many trans-boundary security challenges, from criminal
deportations, gangs, money laundering, drug production and distribution, cyber and financial
crime, child exploitation as well as aviation, maritime and border security. What does this mean
for policies, actors and activities in the Pacific? The Boe Declaration from the Pacific Islands Forum
focussed on an “expanded concept of security”, spanning human security, including humanitarian
assistance, environmental and resource security, transnational crime, and cybersecurity. How
much do the security issues in the Boe Declaration align with the security issues of other is
corruption in the Pacific impeding good governance and economic factors? Are the region’s
security issues primarily internal, non-traditional and focused on the needs of people and their
societies rather than on the military protection of the state or of the wider region?
CHAIR
		
		

Professor Steven Ratuva
Director of the Macmillan Brown Centre for Pacific Studies and Professor in the 		
Department of Anthropology and Sociology, Canterbury University

PANEL
Dr Anna Powles
		
Senior Lecturer in Security Studies, Massey University of New Zealand
		Dave MacGregor
		
Executive Coordinator, Pacific Islands Chiefs of Police Secretariat
		Jose Sousa-Santos
		
Managing Director Strategika Group Asia Pacific and research scholar at the Joint 		
		
Centre for Disaster Research at Massey University
		Jane Neilson
		
Senior Analyst, New Zealand Ministry of Defence
________________________________________________________________________
12:40pm
Lunch
________________________________________________________________________
1:30pm

Commencement of afternoon session

		
		

Hon Afioga Fiame Naomi Mata’afa
Samoa’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Natural Resources and Environment
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1:50pm

SESSION 3

Climate Change – Right Here, Right Now
Climate change remains the single greatest threat to the livelihoods, security and wellbeing of
the peoples of the Pacific. The current projections of sea level rise of around a metre within the
century would be disastrous for all communities in the Pacific. The IPCC further predicts that
even if the global community were to achieve zero emission levels today, the momentum of the
greenhouse gases already in the atmosphere would continue to drive up global temperatures
and sea level rise beyond the capacity of the most vulnerable countries to survive. How are
Pacific leaders tackling this issue and what are the pressures being faced to help countries adapt?
What new approaches can be brought to the Pacific table? What is needed to ensure Pacific
communities have the capability to manage the impacts? What does this mean for the future of
the Pacific, its youth, its various identities and its security?
CHAIR
		

Pualele Penehuro Fatu Lefale
International climate analyst and Director LeA International

PANEL
Raijeli Nicole
		
Regional Director, Oxfam in the Pacific
		
Mary Gafaomalietoa Sapati Moeono-Kolio
		
A key leader in the Pacific 350 Climate Warriors Group and One Young World (OYW) 		
		
Coordinating Ambassador for the Pacific region
		Coral Pasisi
		
Pacific Rep on the Climate Security Experts Network of Advisors supporting the 		
		
German Government as the President of the UN Security Council
		
Dr James Renwick
		
Professor and Head of School, School of Geography, Environment and Earth 			
		
Sciences, Victoria University of Wellington
_______________________________________________________________________
3:05pm
Afternoon tea
_______________________________________________________________________
3:20pm
		

Hon Aupito William Sio
Minister for Pacific Peoples
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3:30 pm

SESSION 4

Pacific Connectivity – Youth, Media and New Opportunities
There are about 25,000 islands in the Pacific Ocean and they are all undergoing various changes
in migration, youth leadership and digital connections. What are the emerging trends in terms
of how Pacific youth are developing new connections and new leadership opportunities? How
important are digital connections to the development of new leadership processes and social
enterprises like Navigators of Success, Pacific Youth Leadership and Transformation (PYLAT) and
the presence of Pacific youth on many NZ boards. How active is the Pacific start-up community?
CHAIR
		
		

Josiah Tavita Tualamali’i
Founder and Trustee of Pacific Youth Leadership and Transformation Council and
Pacific wellbeing lead on board of Le Va

PANEL
Elizabeth V. Kite
		
Founder and President of Tonga Youth Leaders and the Pacific Regional 		
		
Representative for the Commonwealth Youth Council
		Ali Leota
		
Co-leader of the Brown Caucus, National Pasifika Liaison for the New Zealand 		
		
Union of Students’ Associations
		Okirano Tilaia
		
Deputy Chair of PYLAT, Youth Champion in the aftermath of the Christchurch 		
		
Mosque Terror Attacks
		Mabel Muller
		
Co-host of the Radio 531pi Breakfast Show, Pacific Media Network, Auckland
_______________________________________________________________________
4:45pm

Concluding remarks

Dr Damon Salesa
Associate Professor of Pacific Studies and Pro Vice-Chancellor (Pacific), Auckland University
_______________________________________________________________________
5:00pm

Drinks and nibbles
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B I OG R A P H Y N O T E S

R t H on Sir An a n d
S at ya n a n d
President, NZIIA

MRel
t an
H on
i e Win
Th orston
n ton
P e te r s
Executive Director
NtZyI IPAr i m e
Depu
Minister and Minister
of Foreign Affairs,
New Zealand

Sir Anand Satyanand has worked as a lawyer, Judge and
Ombudsman and was New Zealand’s 19th GovernorGeneral from 2006 until 2011. He is currently President
of the NZ Institute of International Affairs. His activities
include chairing the Royal Commission of Inquiry into
Historical Abuse in State Care, patronage of a small
number of community organisations, undertaking a
programme of speaking to audiences in New Zealand
and elsewhere; and lastly holding a small number
of offices. He was Chairman of the Commonwealth
Foundation in London from 2013 to 2016, he is a Visiting
Fellow at the Law School of the University of Auckland,
and a Member of the International Advisory Committee
of Transparency International.

Melanie
a background
regional
The Honhas
Winston
Peters in
has
been aeconomic
memberdevelopment,
of
journalism,
and He
environmental
She was
parliamenttransport
since 1996.
was Deputyscience.
Prime Minister
most
recently a from
Manager
in the Strategy
Group
at Greater
and Treasurer
1996-1998,
leading
business
and
Wellington
Regional Council
andcapitals,
was previously
senior
finance delegations
to Asia’s
the USaand
features
at Radio NZ.
Canada. producer
From 2005-2008,
Mr Peters was Minister of
Foreign Affairs and New Zealand Aid in the New Zealand
First confidence and supply arrangement with the
Labour Government.

Mr Peters has gained a reputation for his tenacious
pursuit of fairness and accountability, highlighted by
victories in a number of political exposes. This continues
to underscore his politics.
Mr Peters has been successful in two by-elections, one
in Tauranga in April 1993, and again in Northland in
March 2015.
As well as being a former primary and secondary school
teacher, Mr Peters has practised as a Barrister and
Solicitor, including in his own law firm. He is a former
New Zealand Maori rugby representative.
After the 2017 general elections, New Zealand First
formed a coalition government with the Labour Party.
Mr Peters is the Deputy Prime Minister, Minister for
Foreign Affairs, State-Owned Enterprises and Racing.
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Hon Fiame Naomi Mata’afa is a Samoan High Chief and a
senior member of Cabinet in the Samoan Government.
Elected into Parliament for the first time in 1985 for
the constituency of Lotofaga, she is one of the longest
standing Members of Parliament.

H on F i am e N a om i
M a ta ’ a fa
Deputy Prime
Minister of Samoa

She has been a Cabinet Minister since 1991 serving
as Minister of Education (1991-2006), Minister for
Women, Community and Social Development (20062011), Minister for Justice and Courts Administration &
Film Censorship and Electoral Commission (2011-2016)
and is now the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for
Environment and Natural Resources (2016- 2021). She is
a member of the Human Rights Protection Party.
Fiame has represented Samoa and the Pacific region on
the executive boards of UNESCO, The Commonwealth
of Learning and the Commonwealth Parliamentary
Women’s Committee. She completed in 2012 a six
year term as Pro Chancellor and Chairperson of the
University of the South Pacific.
Fiame is a strong advocate for women’s equality. She is
the President of the Samoa National Council of Women,
and the Women in Leadership Advocates (WinLA-a
public sector women leaders group).

Aupito William Sio is the Minister for Pacific Peoples
in New Zealand’s Coalition Government. He is also the
Associate Minister of Justice and Associate Minister for
Courts.

H on Au pito
Wi l lia m Sio
Minister of Pacific
Peoples

A member of the Labour Party, Minister Sio has been
the elected Member of Parliament (MP) for the
Mangere Electorate since 2008.
Prior to entering the New Zealand Parliament in 2008,
he served in local government as the deputy mayor of
Manukau City and the elected city councillor for the
Otara Ward. He is the first elected official of Pacific
descent to hold a mayoral office in the city.
Born in Samoa and educated in New Zealand, Aupito is
a bilingual speaker fluent in Samoan and English.
He is a proud New Zealander, one of a generation of
New Zealand Pacific people who are bilingual and
comfortable in both worlds and equally proud of their
Samoan heritage.
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Associate Professor Luamanuvao Dame Winnie Laban is
Assistant Vice Chancellor (Pasifika) at Victoria University
of Wellington. Luamanuvao was a Member of Parliament
from 1999 to 2010 serving as Minister of Pacific Island
Affairs, Minister for the Community and Voluntary
Sector, and Associate Minister of Social Development,
Economic Development and Trade.
H on L u a m a n u va o
D am e Win n ie La ba n
Associate Professor
and Assistant Vice
Chancellor (Pasifika),
Victoria University of
Wellington

H on M i niste r R a lph
R e g e nva n u
Minister of Foreign
Affairs, International
Cooperation and
External Trade –
Vanuatu

She is a Board Member of: Creative New Zealand Arts
Council; the Council of the National University of Samoa;
the Institute of Judicial Studies Board, and is Patron
of a wide number of organisations. Prior to entering
Parliament, Luamanuvao worked on a number of
development programmes throughout the island nations
of the Pacific.

Mr. Ralph Regenvanu is currently serving his third
term as the Member of Parliament for Port Vila, and
is currently Vanuatu’s Minister for Foreign Affairs,
International Cooperation and External Trade. Ralph has
a background in cultural heritage management with a
focus on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage and
customary land tenure systems, and served as Director
of the National Museum of Vanuatu from 1995 until
2006 and in this time was a founding Board member of
the Pacific Islands Museums Association (PIMA).
In 2013, as Minister of Land and Natural Resources, he
initiated a major overhaul of the land laws of Vanuatu
aimed at enshrining the jurisdiction of customary law to
determine rights to customary land and the ‘free, prior
and informed consent’ of traditional owners to dealings
in their customary land. From 2013 also, Ralph was Cochair of the National Sustainable Development Plan Core
Group which was responsible for developing Vanuatu’s
‘National Sustainable Development Plan 2016-2030’
which was launched in early 2017.

PAC I F I C F U T U R E S CO N F E R E N C E
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Elizabeth Wright-Koteka was born and raised in
Rarotonga. She attended Victoria University in
Wellington, graduating with a Bachelor of Arts in
Political Science and History, followed by a Master of
Arts (Hons) majoring in Development Studies from
Massey University in Palmerston North.
H E Eliza be th
Wr i g ht-Kote ka
Cook Islands High
Commissioner to New
Zealand

She has work experience both in private and the public
sector. In the private sector, she worked in her family
business, Tuki’s Pareu Ltd. for 11 years, as well as
owning and managing Tagit Computer Training, together
with her husband.
In the public sector, Elizabeth worked as a Foreign
Affairs Officer (Ministry of Foreign Affairs), Policy
and Planning Officer and the Director of the Central
Policy and Planning division within the Office of Prime
Minister, before taking up the role of Chief of Staff for
the Office of the Prime Minister in 2012.
She resigned as Chief of Staff in December 2016 to
take up consultancy work. In November 2018, she was
appointed as the Cook Islands High Commissioner to
New Zealand. Elizabeth is married to Framhein and they
have 3 children.

Dr Au d r ey Au m u a

Deputy Director
General, Pacific
Community, Fiji

Dr Audrey Aumua has led the SPC Suva office as
Deputy Director General since March 2016. She has
been responsible for the executive leadership and
management of all SPC Suva Operations including over
400 staff and technical divisions whose primary focus
is on Small Islands and Developing states sustainable
development challenges. SPC is the principle scientific
and technical organisation in the Pacific region. It is an
international development organisation governed by the
26 country and territory members.
Prior, she served as the WHO Country Representative,
Solomon Islands United Nations office. Islands.
Previously she held positions with the University of
Queensland and Curtin University, Western Australia.
She holds a PhD in Public Policy from Curtin University
in Perth Western Australia as well as a Master’s in Public
Policy from Massey University, New Zealand.
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Before joining the Center, Karena Lyons was New
Zealand’s Ambassador to the Federated States of
Micronesia, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, and
the Republic of Palau, residing in Hawai’i where she was
Consul General to the State of Hawai‘i and Envoy to the
U.S. Indo-Pacific Command.
K a r en a Lyon s
Vice President,
Executive Director
of Research, and
Director of the
Pacific Islands
Development
Program, East West
Centre, Hawai’i

Previously, she served as the Foreign Policy Advisor
to the New Zealand Minister of Foreign Affairs; as
Strategist and Negotiator on the United Nations Security
Council; and as a faculty member at the University of
Auckland School of Law.
She is a barrister and solicitor of the High Court of New
Zealand and holds a Master of Laws degree from the
University of Auckland and the Freie Universität, Berlin,
as well as a Bachelor of Arts (Sociology and Politics) and
Bachelor of Laws from the University of Auckland.

Professor Steven Ratuva, is Director of the Macmillan
Brown Centre for Pacific Studies and Professor in the
Department of Anthropology and Sociology at the
University of Canterbury, New Zealand.

P r ofe ssor
S teven R a tu va
Director of the
Macmillan Brown
Centre for Pacific
Studies and Professor
in the Department
of Anthropology
and Sociology,
Canterbury
University

He was Fulbright Professor at the University of California
(LA), Duke University and Georgetown University and
was recipient of the Royal Society of New Zealand’s
Marsden award and NZ Research Council award for
research. He is Chair of the International Political
Science Association (IPSA) Research Committee on
Conflict, Security and Democratization, member of the
advisory board of IPSA and former President of the
Pacific Islands Political Studies Association.
He is an interdisciplinary scholar with expertise and
research interest in sociology, anthropology, political
science, development studies, political economy and
history and has carried out research in Asia, Africa, US,
Pacific, UK and Europe. With a PhD from the Institute of
Development Studies at the University of Sussex, he has
published widely in the areas of culture, development,
conflict, political change, coups, social protection,
elections, ethnicity, security, military, affirmative action,
gender and nationalism.
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Dr Anna Powles is a Senior Lecturer at the Centre for
Defence and Security Studies, Massey University. Her
research in the Pacific is focussed on how state and nonstate actors are shaping security and the intersection of
geopolitics and local security dynamics.

Dr A n na P ow le s
Senior Lecturer in
Security Studies,
Massey University of
New Zealand

J ose S o u sa -Sa n tos
Managing Director
Strategika Group
Asia Pacific and
research scholar at
the Joint Centre for
Disaster Research at
Massey University

She is an Associate Scholar with the MacMillan Brown
Center for Pacific Studies, University of Canterbury,
and a Visiting Senior Fellow with the East-West Center
in Honolulu. She is also the co-founder of the Security,
Politics and Development Network and the Director of
Women in International Security (WIIS) New Zealand.
She has published widely on Pacific security issues and
is completing the first comprehensive book on New
Zealand policy in the Pacific in the current climate
of shifting geopolitcs. She has worked extensively in
conflict affected and emergency humanitarian contexts
in Southeast Asia and the Pacific, including with the
United Nations, the International Crisis Group, and
international NGOs. She received her PhD from the
Australian National University and is an alumni of the
Asia Pacific Center for Security Studies in Honolulu.

Mr Jose Sousa-Santos is a research scholar at the Joint
Centre for Disaster Research at Massey University, New
Zealand and Managing Director of Strategika Group Asia
Pacific. His research is concerned with the nexus between
transnational crime and terrorism; state and non- state
disrupters and spoilers in the Indo Pacific region; and
countering foreign interference.
With a background in defence and police intelligence,
he has also served with the United Nations and
humanitarian agencies. He is a member of the New
Zealand Institute for Intelligence Professionals, the
New Zealand Police Association, the SASR Alumni,
the Australian Defence Force, and a member of the
independent advisory Pacific Reset Group.
He is a frequent speaker and media commentator as well
as a leading expert on culturally appropriate engagement.
His upcoming publications on the trends and drivers
of transnational crime in the Pacific region and state
avowed illicit disrupters in the US Naval Postgraduate
School CTX Journal will be available next month.
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David MacGregor is seconded to the PICP Secretariat
from the Australian Federal Police where he has spent
over 20 years in a range of operational policing roles,
principally focusing on the investigation of serious and
organised crime.

Dave Ma cGr e gor
Executive
Coordinator, Pacific
Islands Chiefs of
Police Secretariat

He was previously seconded to the AusAID Fragile States
Unit as a Police Advisor and holds a Master’s degree
in Public and International Law from the University of
Melbourne.
His role in the PICP Secretariat includes oversight of
the PICP Pacific Transnational Crime Program and
management of the PICP Women’s Advisory Network.

Jane Neilson is a Senior Analyst in the Policy Branch of
the New Zealand Ministry of Defence. Her primary policy
focus is on the security and defence impacts of climate
change in the South Pacific. Jane officially joined the
Ministry in December 2018 after completing 14 months
in the role on secondment from the New Zealand
Defence Force.
J a n e N e ilson
Senior Analyst,
Policy Branch
New Zealand Ministry
of Defence

Before focusing on climate change, Jane was an AsiaPacific strategic analyst with the New Zealand Defence
Force, a role she started in February 2014. Prior to her
appointments with Defence, she was an intern at the
European Parliament in Brussels, Belgium in 2012.
Jane holds a Master of Arts with First Class Honours
in Political Studies and a Bachelor of Arts with First
Class Honours in Political Studies and French from the
University of Auckland, New Zealand. In her free time,
Jane enjoys swimming and is an international Brevet
judge for New Zealand in rhythmic gymnastics – she
volunteers at a gymnastics club in Wellington.
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P u al el e Pe n e h u r o
F a t u Lefa le
International climate
analyst and Director
LeA International

Lefale is an international Climate Analyst/Co-Director
of LeA International. He is an IPCC Nobel Peace Prize
Contributor, 2007, in his role as Lead Author for Chapter
16: Small Islands, Working Group II of the 2007 IPCC
Fourth Assessment Report (AR4). He is a Senior Advisor
at the Breakthrough Institute, a global research centre
that identifies and promotes technological solutions
to environmental and human development challenges,
based in San Francisco, USA, a visiting Fellow/Affiliate
at Harvard University Solar Geoengineering Research
Program and Adjunct Fellow at the University of the
South Pacific (USP) Pacific Centre for Excellence in
environmental education, research and community
engagement in Pacific Islands (USP PACE). His current
research is on the governance of geoengineering
(climate) engineering technologies – Carbon Dioxide
Removal (CDR) and Solar Geoengineering (also known as
Solar Radiation Mitigation (SRM)).

Dr James Renwick has nearly four decades’ experience
in weather and climate research. His main field is largescale climate variability and climate change, including
the El Niño-Southern Oscillation cycle, the Southern
Hemisphere westerly winds, and the impacts of climate
variability and change on the Pacific, New Zealand and
the Antarctic.
Dr J a m e s R e nw ick
Professor and Head
of School, School
of Geography,
Environment and
Earth Sciences,
Victoria University
of Wellington

James was a lead author for the last two Assessment
Reports of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC), and is a Convening Lead Author for the
new 6th IPCC Assessment.
He is involved with the World Climate Research
Programme through their Project on Climate and
Cryosphere. James was recently awarded the Prime
Minister’s 2018 prize for Science Communication.
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Raijeli Drodrolagi Nicole joined the international
development NGO Oxfam in September 2015 as the
Regional Director Pacific. Her main task has been to
establish the organisation and steer its strategic role
in and outside the Pacific region. Today, Oxfam in the
Pacific working alongside its partners is one of the few
INGOs in the North Pacific. Prior to joining
R ai j e li N icole
Regional Director
Oxfam in the Pacific

Oxfam, she was the CEO of Save the Children Fiji (2013
– 2015) where her focus was organisational change as
well.
Raijeli is a community development specialist and her
leadership roles have been informed by her experience
working as a secondary school teacher, development
banking (Fiji), women’s movement (Fiji, Pacific, NZ, S.E
Asia and global levels), and government (DIA, NZ).
Raijeli is a Fiji islander and has a Bachelor of Arts degree
from the University of the Pacific (History/Politics &
Economics) and a Masters in Internal Law and Politics
from University of Canterbury, Christchurch (2011). Her
Masters thesis looked at the framework of how civil
society good have critical engagement with the military.

K or o Va ka ’ u ta
RNZ Pacific News
Editor and MC

Koro was appointed RNZ Pacific News Editor in
December 2018. He first began his broadcast career as
a student journalist and intern in 2001 when he spent
time working at RNZ Sport and then RNZ International.
Koro worked at RNZI for four years, covering a number
of ministerial trips across the Pacific as well as producing
award-winning coverage of the Tongan Pro-Democracy
movement of the time.
In 2006 Koro travelled to the Cayman Islands where he
remained for eight years, working for the government
broadcaster, Radio Cayman. Since returning to RNZ
Pacific in 2014, Koro has travelled to many island nations
to report on regional conferences (including the Pacific
Island Forum Summit), cyclones, elections, ministerial
visits and other events.
Koro’s father hails from Tonga (Kolomotu’a) and his
mother is Te Rarawa. He is a graduate of Massey
University (with a Bachelor of Communication) and is a
born and bred Wellingtonian, having spent most of his
childhood in Lower Hutt.
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Cora l P a sisi
Pacific Rep on the
Climate Security
Experts Network of
Advisors supporting
the German
Government as the
President of the UN
Security Council

Coral Pasisi is an Earth Scientist and Development
Planner with over 20 years of experience in the Pacific
Islands region, focusing on sustainable development,
climate change and associated financing. She has
worked at the government level in Niue as a Sustainable
Development Planner, and at the regional level for the
Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (PIFS) as a Regional and
International Issues Adviser; and for the Secretariat of
the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP. In
the past five years, Pasisi has worked as a consultant,
predominately for the Green Climate Fund (GCF) as their
Regional Adviser for the Pacific. She is also a Member
of the Climate Security Expert Network, established
by the German government, which currently holds the
UN Security Council Presidency, to advance climate
security issues. In addition, Pasisi runs the non-profit
organization Tofia Niue, which works in partnership
with the local government and global philanthropic
organizations, including Oceans 5 and National
Geographic Pristine Seas, to protect and sustainably
manage ocean resources.

Mary Gafaomalietoa Sapati Moeono-Kolio is a young
Samoan professional based in Wellington New Zealand.
She is currently the 350 Pacific Climate Warriors Wellington Coordinator, Pacific Coordinating Ambassador
for One Young World, and Commonwealth Youth Forum
2020 Taskforce Member.
M ar y G afa om a lie toa
S a p at i Moe on o-Kolio
350 Pacific Climate
Warriors - Wellington
Coordinator, Pacific
Coordinating
Ambassador for
One Young World,
and Commonwealth
Youth Forum 2020
Taskforce Member

350 Pacific Climate Warriors is a dynamic network of
youth-led, grassroots climate activists from across the
Pacific, advocating and working with and for communities
on the frontlines of climate change.
As an advocate for educational equity and climate
justice, Mary believes a restorative justice approach must
underpin the Climate Conversation. She advocates that
young people have the energy, passion, and the courage
to be the innovative and compassionate thinkers that will
change the world and solve climate change.
Mary holds a Master of Arts with Honours in Criminology
from the University of Auckland, where her research
explored Restorative justice as a culturally appropriate
approach for dealing with violent offending in New
Zealand.
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Josiah wants to see Pacific people’s visible and
influential in decision making. In 2010 while 14
alongside his best friends they formed the PYLAT –
Pacific Youth Leadership and Transformation.

J osi a h T avita
Tu ala m a li’ i
Founder and Trustee
of Pacific Youth
Leadership and
Transformation
Council and Pacific
wellbeing lead on
board of Le Va

El i zab eth V Kite
To n g a Yo u t h L e a d e r s
Founder and
President

At 18 he became chair and served for four years. In
2018 Josiah was the youth voice on the Government
Inquiry into Mental Health and Addiction. Currently he
is a trustee on a few boards including PYLAT and Pacific
wellbeing lead ‘Le Va.’ Outside of that he collects letters,
lego, and military uniforms.

Elizabeth V Kite is the Founder and President of Tonga’s
only Youth-led Non-Government Organisation, Tonga
Youth Leaders. The organisation focuses on empowering
Tongan youth to lead and be catalysts of positive
change. TYL run’s Tonga’s very first and only, youth led
online publication called Le’o (Voice in Tongan) and a
weekly TV & Radio programme with the national Tonga
Broadcasting Commission. This is all in effort to amplify
youth voices.
Elizabeth also is the Pacific Regional Representative
for the Commonwealth Youth Council, the world’s
largest and most diverse youth group, with the council
representing the 1.2 billion young people of the
Commonwealth.
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Ali Leota is the co-leader of The Brown Caucus - Māori
and Pasifika rangatahi who are keen to amplify the
young voice in Porirua.
Ali is also the current National Pasifika Liaison for the
New Zealand Union of Students’ Associations where he
is currently mobilizing the Pasifika student voice across
Aotearoa New Zealand.

A l i Le ota
Co-leader of The
Brown Caucus Māori and Pasifika
rangatahi

With this role he is the Pasifika student voice on various
boards including the Academic Quality Agency Cycle 6
Academic Audit Enhancement Theme Steering Group
and Ako Aotearoa Pacific Peoples Caucus.
He is passionate about ensuring that student voice is
a valued part of decision making across the education
sector, and that higher education is accessible,
particularly after the success of Fairer Fares campaign
he co-led which saw the implementation of a tertiary
student fare on to the Greater Wellington Region public
transport network.
A recent graduate of Whitireia and Manukau Institute
of Technology; Ali is now pursing further education with
a Bachelor of Health in Population Health, Policy and
Service Delivery at Victoria University of Wellington.

O k i ra n o T ila ia
Deputy Chair
of PYL AT, Youth
Champion in the
aftermath of the
Christchurch Mosque
Te r r o r At t a c ks

My name is Okirano and I’m 17 years old. I live in
Christchurch and am a Year 13 at Cashmere High School;
I’m fortunate enough to be appointed the role of 2019
Head Boy at Cashmere High School. I have two younger
brothers and have lived in Christchurch all my life. I
am of Samoan decent and I cherish every part of my
Pacific roots, as I believe if a student has a strong sense
of belonging, they are more likely to succeed in all
aspects of their lives including the education system. I
enjoy playing basketball and have had the opportunity
to represent my school, Canterbury, and New Zealand.
In school, I love history and developing a spectrum
of perspectives about past historic events. More
importantly, I have a passion to help people locally and
internationally; a value I have learnt from my supporting
parents. I want Pacifica youth to have a voice in the
New Zealand education system to succeed and have the
freedom to express themselves.
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M ab el Mu lle r

Mabel Muller is a 24-year-old Tongan-born journalist
working as a breakfast show producer at Pacific Media
Network. She has a Bachelor of Communications
majoring in Journalism from AUT University. Since radio
station 531pi began broadcasting nationwide in January
2019, Mabel been working with Brian Sagala on the
Breakfast show as a producer and co-presenter. She’s
passionate about Pacific people telling their own Pacific
stories.

Co-host of the Radio
531pi Breakfast
Show, Pacific Media
Network, Auckland

D r D am on Sa le sa
Associate Professor
of Pacific Studies
and Pro ViceChancellor (Pacific),
Auckland University

R ev Elde r Sla de
Congregational
Christian Church of
S a m o a i n Te At a t u

Toeolesulusulu Damon Salesa is a prizewinning scholar
who specializes in the study of colonialism, empire,
government and race. With a particular interest in the
Pacific Islands, he also works on education, economics
and development in the Pacific region, as well as in New
Zealand and Australia. After studying at the University
of Auckland, he completed his studies at Oxford
University.
He is currently Associate Professor of Pacific Studies at
the Centre for Pacific Studies, University of Auckland.
Previously he was Associate Professor of History,
American Culture, and Asian/Pacific Islander American
Studies at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.

Reverend Lucky Slade has been a Church Minister in
New Zealand for 33 years, during which time he has
led the Congregational Christian Church of Samoa in
Te Atatu. He is Chair of the Ekalesia Fa’apotopotoga
Kerisiano i Samoa New Zealand Board. He has developed
several programmes within the Church and served as
Director of Christian Education. He is Reverend Elder
for 11 other churches in West Auckland. He has led
a number of national remembrance services for the
Samoan community. Reverend Slade has been part of
the Rutherford Primary School Board of Trustees and
Club Captain of Chamberlain Golf Club.
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Andrew Wilson has had a career spanning more than
40 years, has worked and travelled extensively and
has overseen a number of infrastructure development
projects throughout the Asia Pacific region.

A n d r ew Wilson
Pacific Cooperation
Foundation
Deputy Chair

He has recently retired as the International Director of
Beca, New Zealand’s leading engineering and related
consultancy services organisation, specialising in the
design and management of projects throughout New
Zealand, Australia and the Asia Pacific region.
Andrew joined the PCF Board in 2014 and is currently the
Chair of the Audit and Risk committee.

Sela is 20 years old and was born in Tonga. She is
the first recipient of the King Tupou VI Coronation
Scholarship and received recognition from the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and Trade as one of the top academic
achievers in 2018.

S el a Tu pou
P at i se pa Ma ka
Prime Minister’s
Pacific Youth
Award Winner

Currently a mentor at Massey University Pasifika
Students Association, Sela hopes to inspire others
and has previously tutored for the Amanaki STEM
Academy. She joined Tonga Youth Leaders, a non-profit
organisation focused on providing opportunities for the
next generation of young leaders.
Sela is working towards becoming an experienced and
chartered process engineer. She also wishes to have
direct involvement with the Pacific community by using
her degree to find solutions and opportunities towards
Pasifika engineering-related issues.
Sela is the one of the recipients of the Prime Minister’s
Pacific Youth Awards 2019 winning the International
Scholar Award sponsored by the Pacific Cooperation
Foundation (PCF), a non-governmental organisation
which develops and implements private/public sector
economic development and socio-cultural initiatives in
the Pacific region.
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Melanie has a background in regional economic
development, journalism, transport and environmental
science. She was most recently a Manager in the
Strategy Group at Greater Wellington Regional Council
and was previously a senior features producer at Radio
NZ for many years.
M e l an i e Th or n ton
Executive Director
NZIIA

S P O N S O R M E S S AG E
Warm Pacific greetings from the University of Otago. We are proudly New Zealand’s
first university, founded in 1869 and this year we are celebrating our 150th anniversary.
We are honoured to support the Pacific Futures Conference, which aligns with our
commitment to our Pacific students and the Pacific nations in which they represent.
For the past few decades, the University of Otago have been committed to working
collaboratively with our Pacific Island neighbours, working in partnership with them
through education and research. Our
commitment to the Pacific is outlined in
the Pacific Strategic Framework (20132020), which has set an ambitious scope
to support the development of activities
that promote improved rates of access,
retention and completion among our
students of indigenous Pacific descent.

CO N TAC T
New Zealand Institute of International Affairs
C/- Victoria University of Wellington
PO Box 600 Wellington 6140
Tel: +64 4 463 5356
Email: nziia@vuw.ac.nz
Web: www.nziia.org.nz

PAC I F I C F U T U R E S CO N F E R E N C E
www.pacificfutures.nz

25

NOTES
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _

PAC I F I C F U T U R E S CO N F E R E N C E
26

www.pacificfutures.nz

NOTES
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________________ _ _

PAC I F I C F U T U R E S CO N F E R E N C E
www.pacificfutures.nz

27

PAC I F I C F U T U R E S CO N F E R E N C E
28

www.pacificfutures.nz

